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NH STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Meeting Date: 10 November 2020 
Location: Virtual ZOOM 

 
 

 
 
OFFICERS and VOTING MEMBERS in attendance: 
 
 Paul Lloyd - Chair   
 Diane Domenicis - Vice Chair     
           Denise DeBlois - Secretary 
 Joseph DiChiaro, Jr. - Chaplain 
 Kelly Dobens - Treasurer 
 David Kenney - Chair Emeritus 
 
Air Force Association 
 Kevin Grady (prim) 
 
Air Force Sergeants Association 
 Ray Hayes (alt) 
 
American Legion 
 Mike Lopez (prim) 
 Bill Roy (alt) 
 
AUSA Col. Cross Chapter 
 Greg d’Arbonne (prim) 
 
Catholic War Veterans 
 Denise DeBlois (prim) 
 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association 
 Raymond Schwendeman (prim) 
 
Disabled American Veterans 
 Andrew Patterson (prim) 
 
Korean War Veterans 
 Mike Lopez (prim) 
Marine Corps League 
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Military Officers Association (MOAA) 
 Peter Burdett (prim) 
 Joseph DiChiaro Jr. (alt) 
 
Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH) 
  
National Guard Association of NH 
 Peter Duffy (prim) 
 
NH Army Retiree Council 
 Frank Musmanno (prim) 
 
NH National Guard Enlisted Association 
 
NH Veterans Association 
 Kelly Dobens (prim) 
 
Reserve Officers Association of NH 
 David Kenney (prim) 
 
Rolling Thunder 
 Diane Domenicus (prim) 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
 Paul Lloyd (prim) 
 Darwin Beeman (alt) 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA-41) 
 Ray Goulet (prim) 
 
Legislative Members: 
 Patricia Klee  
 Al Baldasaro 
 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORS: (non-voting): 
 
 Governor’s Office - Jane Graham 
 Senator Maggie Hassan - Justin Troiano 
 Senator Jeanne Shaheen - Chris Scott 
 Congressman Chris Pappas - Patrick Carroll 
 Congresswoman Annie Kuster - Tom Giancola 
 
COMMITTEE ADVISORS/AGENCIES: 
 
 Kevin Forrest, Director, VAMC Manchester, NH 
 Dr. Brett Rusch, Director, VAMC White River Junction, VT 
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 BG David J. Mikolaities - Adjutant General NHNG 
 Warren Perry, Deputy Adjutant General- NHNG 
 Shawn Buck, NH State Veterans Cemetery  
 Margaret LaBrecque, NH Veterans Home 
 Amy Cook, DHHS 
 John Reed, Martin’s Point 
 Barry Conway, Sage Emeritus 
 Jorge Dreusicke, VFW National Legislative Chairman 
  
GUESTS: None 
 
OPEN MEETING/CALL TO ORDER: Paul Lloyd, Chairman, convened meeting at 1700. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman 
 
Invocation: Joseph DiChiaro, Jr. 
 
Moment of Silence: For all service members who have passed since our last meeting. 
  
Welcome - Remarks of the Chair: Paul welcomed everyone. 
 
Introduction of New Members/Guests: No new attendees. No guests. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Meeting had a quorum. There was a correction to the minutes of 6 
October 2020. On page 8 of the Legislative Briefing section, change to read “There 
have been 161 bills submitted so far and only one (#53) has veteran impact”. The rest is 
correct. A motion to accept the October minutes with the 1 correction was made by Ray 
Goulet, 2nd by Andy Patterson. Unanimous. Motion carries. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Kelly reported a balance of $802.67. We did not spend any money 
since last month 
 
Guest Speakers: None. 
 
SUPPORTING AGENCY REPORTS: 
 
Manchester VA Update: Kevin Forrest/Corey Beem - not present. 
 
White River Junction VA Update: Dr. Brett Rusch - not present. 
 
There will be a Mini-Mac next Wednesday from 10:00 AM until noon. 
 
DMAVS Update: Shawn Buck 
 
He reported that Amy has a new DMAVS website which is going live tomorrow. There 
will be a page for SVAC with information relevant to the committee. It will include 
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minutes to the meetings. Go to the “About us” tab and then to “Councils and 
Committees”.  
 
The Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and Other Drugs approved a recommendation 
for the Military Task Force to fund an initiative that will be managed by the Division of 
Community Based Military programs to provide healthcare, agencies referring and 
treating substance abuse with education, support, and financial incentives. Ask the 
Question is within the policies and procedures. 
 
Recognition Event: This will be held on December 9th to honor Veteran Friendly 
Businesses for 2020. Nineteen businesses will be honored. 
 
Design Contest: A senior from Exeter High School and Seacoast School of Technology 
was chosen as the winner of a Design Contest. He will be recognized and the logo will 
be revealed. 
 
Facebook Live Event: The Veterans Day ceremony at the NH State Veterans Cemetery 
will be tomorrow beginning at 10:50 am on the cemetery website. The cemetery is 
always open.  
 
Dave Kenney added a comment that the Veterans Heritage Learning Center will be 
open on Veteran’s Day from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm. Closing time is based on foot 
traffic. 
 
Wreaths for Boscawen Event: The NHSVC will do wreaths this year at 10:30 am on 
December 5th. We are no longer associated with Wreaths Across America. There will 
be 6 separate stations around the cemetery. You will be asked to wear a mask and 
social distance. Pick up 2 wreaths and bows. Move to a gravesite and place wreath and 
bow. Then get back in line or depart cemetery. A wreath will be placed on every other 
headstone. There will be 3200 wreaths available. Donations will be accepted for the 
wreaths by the Blue Star Mothers. The cost is $8 each. The cost with Wreaths Across 
America was $15 each. The wreaths purchased locally are significantly cheaper. You 
can buy 2 for the price of 1. Your support is appreciated. 
 
Barry Conway asked why the NHSVC is not associating with Wreaths Across America. 
Paul Lloyd responded that the NHSVC wants to support NH businesses and buy local. It 
costs less. The quality of the wreaths with Wreaths Across America is terrible. He said 
there is something fishy about Wreaths Across America. It is a non-profit run by a 
woman whose husband runs the company where they get the wreaths from. 
 
NHVH Update: Peggy LeBrecque 
 
She wished the Marine Corps a happy 245th birthday. 
 
The census is at 140 veterans. There are 82 active applications - 8 are for Tarr Welch 
and 22 for Ledu Units. 
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She is waiting for COVID testing and surveillance for all staff. On November 5th, all staff 
testing results were negative. 
 
There will be a virtual Veterans Day ceremony tomorrow and it will be on Facebook and 
You Tube. 
 
She has some sad news to report. This morning there was a cluster of veterans with 
high fevers in the Life Enhancement Dementia Unit. Six veterans tested positive for 
COVID 19. These residents were isolated. The staff is trained on N95 masks and PPE. 
The NHVH is following Public Health guidelines. The community spread of COVID 19 in 
the Belknap area is increasing. All staff are wearing masks, gloves, and face shields. All 
admissions were put on pause per Public Health guidelines. Peggy is concerned about 
the affected residents. They are isolated to separate units. She is asking for your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
Andy Patterson had a comment. He said to Peggy that she and the staff are doing a 
great job protecting the veterans. He appreciates all she does for the residents. 
 
Justin Troiano also commented that the NHVH is doing an incredible job. He asked 
whether the cluster of 6 were positives or showing symptoms. Peggy responded that the 
cluster of 6 were positive and living in a neighborhood with 11 residents. She is very 
concerned. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Sweeney Post Activities: Bill Roy posted in the chat. The Manchester Veterans 
Council will be hosting veterans’ services at Veterans Park at 1030. The French 
Counselor General from Boston will be laying a wreath honoring our veterans. Also, 
Sweeney Post will be open all day on Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day from 1100-
1300. On Thanksgiving Day, the Sweeney Post will be hosting a breakfast from 0730-
1000 and a turkey dinner at 1430. A meal will also be offered on Christmas Day. “Come 
on Down!” Tel. 603-623-9126. 
 
Letters of Appointment: Paul Lloyd requested that all organizations submit Letters of 
Appointment for this fiscal year. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Paul Lloyd received 2 calls. One call was from Jim Adams regarding the Pittsfield 
veteran who lost his house last week in a fire. Jim said thank you to both Janet and Bill 
Gaudreau for getting information out to the veteran community. The real need is for gas 
cards and fuel cards. A lot of support came from the community. The other call was 
from Janet regarding Mr. Morrell, the former Marine who lost his home. You can send 
gift cards to Janet for the veteran. Janet can be reached at 603-486-7805. 
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LEGISLATIVE BRIEFINGS: Kevin Grady - Legislative Chair 
 
The initial 164 LSR’s sat for about 1 month. Then 100 more LSR’s were added in the 
past few days. There are 264 now. One was left from last session. It was attached to a 
bill that the governor vetoed. This one relates to Veterans on National Guard Force 
Protection bill. Things may ramp up after the elections. 
 
Bill Roy had a question about the one bill. BG Mikolaities responded that this bill applies 
to Pease Air Guard and National Guard bases. Pease has the KC-46 worth 300 million. 
This bill aligns the policies to that of higher headquarters. Kevin added that It aligns the 
language in NH regulations to National language. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORS: 
 
Chris Scott (Senator Shaheen): oral and written report. 
 
Chris echoed the sentiment to Peggy that she is doing a great job at the NHVH.  
 
He discussed FY21 Senate Appropriations Bills on Military Construction and Veterans 
Affairs.  
 
Bill Roy had a comment on the 161 million improvements to the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. The shipyard may be in line to get a Subcontract. This would be the first-time 
subs can be made from scratch. It would help the area. He urges the Congressional 
Representatives to support that. 
 
Justin Troiano (Senator Hassan): oral report. 
 
Note: There was a lot of static in the audio recording. Parts of it were not audible. 
 
Justin wished a Happy Birthday to the Marine Corps. 
 
He discussed Senator Hassan ’s activities for October. 
 
Oct 15th: Sen. Hassan urged the National Personnel Records Center to speed up 
processing so that veterans can get their benefits. The NPRC has been closed since 
March due to the pandemic. 
 
Oct 19th: Sen. Hassan sponsored 3 bipartisan bills. One was on Mental Health and 
Suicide Prevention. 
 
Oct 22nd: Sen. Hassan co-sponsored legislation to connect World War II and Women 
Veterans to VA healthcare. 
 



 7 

Oct 30th: Sen. Hassan sponsored a bill to allow women to be issued better fitting 
uniforms at the US Military Academy at West Point. Women had to pay to fix their 
uniforms to fit better. Previously, only unisex uniforms were available for free.  
 
Al Baldasaro had a question, do you know if Community Care is fully funded? Or does it 
need to be funded year to year? Justin responded that this is becoming an issue 
because there has been so much community care. They are looking at it year to year 
and plan to have a conversation with the VA Director. 
 
Al Baldasaro also stated that NH does not have a fully funded VA Hospital. He wants to 
make sure it stays funded. We need all 4 Congressional Representatives to fight for the 
veterans. 
 
Barry Conway commented that the VA used to go year to year for funding. 
 
Justin said that his issue comes up in the appropriations bill every year. 
 
 
Tom Giancola (Rep. Annie Kuster):  oral report. 
 
Tom has brief but important updates that they are excited about. 
 
Oct 30th: The Congresswoman’s bill on Protecting Business Opportunities for Veterans 
Act of 2019 was signed into law by President Trump. It is part of the Veterans First 
Program. She has been working on this for years. It ensures that money intended to go 
to veteran owned businesses goes to the intended place. This is a win for veteran 
entrepreneurs. It verifies that the business is doing the required percentage of work. It 
directs the VA to investigate. This bill fixes the loopholes that businesses were using. It 
gives the OIG tools they need to investigate suspected violators. 
 
Oct 30th: Press Release calling for passage of the Presumptive Benefits for War 
Fighters Exposed to Burn Pits and Other Toxins Act of 2020. This removes the barriers 
to veterans suffering from exposure to toxic burn pits the veteran only needs to show 
proof of deployment. There are 34 countries named in the bill.  
 
Congresswoman Kuster will be attending the Veterans Day ceremony at the NHSVC 
tomorrow.  
 
Patrick Carroll (Rep. Chris Pappas): oral report. 
 
HR 2898:  Buddy Check Week - Wellness Checks for Veterans. 
 
Community Provider Reimbursements: Rep. Pappas met with community providers 
regarding reimbursements. About 21 million was returned to NH hospitals. Millions of 
dollars were returned to providers. A provider on the Seacoast received about $100,000 
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in reimbursements. There are issues with HealthNet, TriWest and Optum. Veterans are 
happy with community care. The backlog is reduced by millions of dollars. 
 
Fellowship Program: Rep. Pappas wants to expand the program. The fellowship allows 
a VA employee to be embedded in a community hospital. There are 8 Fellowship 
Programs across the country. The hospitals enjoy the access and knowledge.  
 
Service Academy Nominations: The service academy nominations were finished up this 
past week. Shawn Buck is on the nomination board. 
 
Rep. Pappas was contacted by the CEO of TriWest regarding issues with ER payments 
for veterans. Let the office know if you received a bill that you should not have. 
 
Veterans Affairs Committee Survey: Rep. Pappas has a survey available to complete on 
his Facebook page for veterans having issues with Compensation & Pension Exams.  
 
Patrick offered the assistance of Rep. Pappas’ office to the NHVH. 
 
Al Baldasaro commented that Stella at the VA does a good job working on Community 
Care bills.  
 
The VA is receptive to Rep. Pappas’ concerns. 
 
Dave Kenney commented on the Embedding Program in hospitals. This was put out as 
part of the Task Force. Manchester had a pilot program with Wentworth-Douglas 
Hospital. He also mentioned the Healthcare Branding in civilian hospitals with a 
dedicated area for VA care. It is a good idea to put a Claims Advisor in hospitals. 
 
Patrick said that Catholic Medical Center was happy to have a VA employee help with 
the backlog of claims.  
 
Jane Graham (Governor’s Office):  oral report. 
 
Jane has a short update. The Governor will be at the NHSVC for the ceremony 
tomorrow.  
 
The GoFor Money to veterans’ organizations is re-opening. There is some money left. 
All CARES Act and Go For money must be spent by the end of the year. All 
organizations are eligible again, same process. Apply through Swim with A Mission 
(SWAM). Some of the money was only issued to 501c3’s. It is now open to all charities. 
 
Jane apologized for missing the October meeting. 
 
The Governor went to a deployment ceremony for National Guard soldiers. They are in 
the process of welcoming some back. 
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Bill Roy asked why only 501c3’s for the Go For funds with SWAM. He asked if 501c8’s 
can apply. These are the Eagles, Elks, and Moose organizations which are veteran 
oriented. Can organizations apply for additional funds? Bill Roy received some funds for 
his 501c19 organization. Jane responded to apply if you have a need.  
 
Al Baldasaro mentioned that Veterans Count which is a 501c3 received funds. Jane 
said that Veterans Count received 1.3 million and may be eligible for more. It is based 
on needs and losses. She encouraged all to apply. 
 
Jane added that the Liberty House received 1 million. They had a major loss on their 
fundraising plan. They were unable to have their capital campaign to fundraise due to 
COVID. 
 
Al Baldasaro asked Jane to thank the Governor on the Marine Corps Proclamation for 
its birthday. 
 
Update on Spirit Award (Old Business): Diane Domenicus 
 
She reported that they met at Hesky Park in Meredith last Thursday evening. The Spirit 
Award recipient, Al Haskell, was brought to the vigil. He was very surprised and happy. 
There were 24 people in attendance at the vigil to honor Al Haskell. 
 
Bruce commented that Al was proudly showing his award. 
 
 
Good of the Order: 
 
Andy Patterson said that the DAV driving program is open on a limited basis. They are 
working on driver recertification. There is a new DAV Headquarters located on 212 
Coolidge Avenue in Manchester. It has a Veterans Resource Cafe with computers so 
veterans can come in and work on their claims, resumes, and schoolwork. The grand 
opening is Saturday afternoon on December 5th.  
 
Mike Lopez mentioned that the Vietnam Monument for Veterans Park was pushed back 
from Veterans Day to Memorial Day. The monument did not come in.  
 
Peter Duffy said that the NH Selective Service has several vacancies for the fiscal year. 
There are 10 local boards across the state. There are 50 local board members in the 
state. The governor recommends candidates, and the President deploys them. Contact 
Peter if interested. Individuals sit and wait until there is a draft, activated when needed, 
and reclassified from the MEPS Board. 
 
Bruce Garry mentioned that the Army National Museum in DC is opening tomorrow at 
2:00 pm. It was delayed due to COVID. The ceremony is livestream only. Greg 
d’Arbonne added that the Army museum is based on what the Marine Corps did.  
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The new uniform is called the “Pinks and Greens.” 
 
Calendar of Events: 
 
1st Wednesday- Monthly POW/MIA Vigil - 1900 at Veterans Park, Manchester, NH. 
4th Tuesday - Monthly POW/MIA Vigil - 1900 at Langdon Park, Portsmouth, NH. 
Every Thursday - Weekly POW/MIA Vigil - 1900 at Hesky Park, Meredith, NH. 
 
 
Next meeting date:  01 December 2020 
 
Adjourn Meeting: 1800 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise M DeBlois 
Secretary 
 
 
Note: Legislative reports from October and November that were electronically submitted 
are being sent separate from the minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




































	SVAC Meeting Minutes Nov 10, 2020
	SVAC Reports Oct-Nov 2020

