
 
NH State Veterans Advisory Committee 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting Date:  12 Nov 2018 
Location:  NH National Guard Training Facility, 722 Riverwood Dr, Pembroke, NH  

MEMBERS: 
(v) David Kenney, Chair 
(v) Kelly Dobens, Treasurer 
(v) Patti Fowler, Secretary 
     Joseph DiChiaro, Chaplain 

Air Force Association 
            Kevin Grady (prim) 
Air Force Sergeants Association    
American Legion 
            (v) Mike Lopez (prim) 
            Bill Roy (alt) 
AUSA Col. Cross Chapter      
            (v) Greg d’Arbonne (prim) 
Catholic War Veterans 
            (v) Robert Guldner (alt) 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association 
            (v) Raymond Schwendeman 
             Larry Ward(alt) 
Disabled American Vets 
            (v)Andrew Patterson (prim) 
            Robert Guldner 
Korean War Veterans Assoc   
Marine Corps League 
            (v)  Shawn Carboni (alt) 
Military Officers Association (MOAA)    
            (v)  Joseph DiChiaro, Jr. (alt) 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
            (v) Patti Fowler (prim) 
National Guard Association of NH    
            (v) Peter Duffy (prim) 
NH Army Retiree Council     
            (v) Frank Musmanno  alt)   
             Mike Rice (alt)      
 
NHNG Enlisted Association     
            (v) William Bates (prim) 
            Mike Rice (alt) 
            Jack Howley (alt) 
             
 
 
 
 

NH Veterans Association 
            (v)  Kelly Dobens (prim)           
Reserve Officers Association 
             (v) Dave Kenney (prim) 
Rolling Thunder             
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)  
            (v) Chris Pierce (alt) 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
                               
Legislative Members: 
             Senator Birdsell 
             Rep. Al Baldasaro 
 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORS: (non-voting) 

Governor’s Office – 
Senator Hassan –Justin Troiano 
Senator Shaheen-Chris Scott 

     Congressman Chris Pappas-Dalton McLaughlin 
     Congresswoman Kuster-Tom Giancola 
     Congresswoman Shea Porter:   

 
ADVISORS/AGENCIES: 
            Jim Adams, State Veterans Council  
            Amy Cook, DHHS 
            Kevin Forrest, Acting Director, VAMC 
            William Gaudreau, Director, OVS 
            Peggy LaBrecque, Veterans Home 
            Sheila Lareau, Congressional Liaison 
            Dan Marcek, Vetflix 
            MG David Mikolaities, Adjutant General – NHNG 
            Warren Perry, Deputy Adjutant General-NHNG                                
             
  
GUESTS: 
          Paul Cote, VFW 
         Jorge Dreusiere, VFW, Legislative Committee        
         Dan Ward, Easter Seals 
         John Rauscher, Vet. Northeast Outreach Ctr. 
             
 
 
 
             



   
OPEN MEETING/CALL TO ORDER: Dave Kenney, Chairman, convened meeting at 1700.  

 
• Pledge of Allegiance: Dave Kenney.   
• Invocation: Joseph DiChiaro     
• Remarks of the Chair: Dave welcomed everyone.  Reminded everyone to sign the attendance sheets.  

Moment of Silence, Navy veteran passed away Saturday.  Liberty House agreement with Catholic 
Charities, will create more beds in the old Peterson House that police are currently in now.  Will revamp 
the facility.  Medal of Honor recipient Ryan Pitts was at the Liberty House event.  Great ceremony at the 
Veterans Cemetery and event with Congresswoman Kuster.  Vietnam service pins were given out.  
Congressional record given to them.  Thursday, interviews with the Cadet Academy youth, incredible 
applicants.  Saturday, rare opportunity for 105 Navy veteran on USS Franklin in WWII.  During the war, 
they had the highest loss in a single action.  Lost 800 crew members.  Martin survived because he was 
small enough to crawl through and get to flight deck and threw live ammo off the deck.  Today, lunch 
with HUD Ben Carson and Deputy Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs James Byrne, did 
tour of homeless vet facility on Somervillle St in Manchester.  25 units, clean, accessible.  Went to St 
Anselm’s for a roundtable discussion afterwards.  New Hampshire leads the way. 

 
Representative Baldasaro asked if Liberty House is getting together with Catholic Charities, no interference 
with operation, can use their IT and fund raising. 

 
• Introduction of New Members/Guests:  Darwin Beeman senior vice president of VFW. 

 
• Secretary’s Reports: Motion to accept October minutes–Motion 2nd .  Unanimous.  Motion carries. 

 
• Remarks of the Treasurer-Kelly Dobens  NH Army Retired gave check for $100.00 at the beginning 

of the meeting.  Balance was $833.18, new balance will be $933.18. 
 

Speakers:  Dan Marcek. Thanks everyone for their service.  Spoke about the NH Community Veterans 
Engagement Board (NHCVEB), community leaders working with the VA to ensure NH veterans are cared for.  
They inform and educate communities regarding veteran needs.  Assistance is based on a vet-to-vet model.  NH 
has great support system for veterans.  NHCVEB has two initiatives:  Collecting stories of individuals that go 
above and beyond helping veterans, and: A series of events to engage communities known as the Let’s Talk 
Freedom that will be open to the public.  Always looking for more board members.  Visit NHCares.org for more 
information. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
 
VA Update: Kevin Forrest/Corey Beem.  VA hosted several events for Veterans Day.  Sunday “Vet Talks”, six 
veterans from UNH told their stories.  OIT making sure infrastructure to run the hospital.  Billing aspect, 2nd 
provider summit this Friday at Double tree Hotel at 9:00, education session every hour on the hour will be held.  
Open to providers.  Not required to register prior to the event.  Wait times: still working out well.  New 
orthopedic surgeon from Maine now part of the team.  Building construction is ongoing, land clearing, blasting 
ledge, Somersworth Ribbon Cutting clinic 2 ½ times the size of the old clinic.  Patient advocates: have one on 
board, Office of Community Care.  1st ever suicide prevention commercial, awarded 1st place.   Care around the 
clock, live video links with Maine.  Telecommunications with internet in their hospital.  Could end up being a 
model for the rest of the country.  Representative Baldasaro-Was recently in Lincoln Maine, got infection,  
Hospital personnel couldn’t lance it because he said he wasn’t credentialed, would have to send him to a private 



hospital.  Went to Manchester, was lanceted and he was fine.  Keven -depends on which procedure, will take it 
back to Dr. Rush.  Question came up in Conway as well, a lot of it depends on the rural areas.  Larry Ward had 
two surgeries within the last month, went very well.  Question about Saturday appointments, are they still being 
done, if not, can they be as it’s sometimes more convenient for veterans. 
 
Community Based Care:    Warren Perry spoke about the recently published New Hampshire Veterans 
Resource Directory and New Hampshire’s Commitment to Serving Veterans flyer.  Greg D’Arbonne- when will 
the resource directory be available on line.  Warren Perry-as soon as they can.   
Amy Cook-Veterans Cemetery 86 interment, 114 last Oct.  Opened new expansion in the vault, saving veterans 
over a $1,000.  Saturday Dec 14th 10:30, placing wreaths.  311 pending VA claims, on average claims are 
processed with 117 days.  Warren Perry-Are you tracking appeals?  William Gaudreau-No, in regards to the 
legacy appeals because too many.  Senator Birdsdell-gold star plate, will they create a decal or a plate?  William 
Gaudreau-DMV says a plate is too costly.  Committee is studying the plate, she’s getting someone that is 
fighting it.  Gold Star decals are now available, first must go to DMV and then the OVS, price is $10.00.They’ll 
table the discussion at this point and talk in private.  Concord state prison, worked with 9 veterans in October, 
will coordinate with Berlin as well.  Will maximum support for them re-entering society. Recently met with 
DoE to find ways to speed up the credentialing process for military families moving to NH as a result of a 
military move.  Representative Deborah Hobson, has invited them to provide an informational briefing to the 
General Court on November 18th at the Brentwood County Nursing Home.  Camp Resilience is looking for 
board members to serve with the Patriot Resilient Leadership Institute.  Contact Warren Perry for more 
information.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
 
By laws change:  Reiterating history, issue where any organization was trying to come in and there was 
controversy.  Not a mandate, want discussion.  Opportunity to make a change, but committee can decide not to 
change the by laws.  Article III Section 2-adding piece for a requested background check.  Who provides check, 
does SVAC do it or does the organization do it?  Dave suggests the organization should do it along with their 
letter as to who the primary and alternates are.  Roy Hunter-how would we pay if we did it?  Dave-Depends on 
what we decide.  Where do we put the dividing line to a serious crime?  Roy Hunter-Define the problem.  If 
someone is on this committee, integrity of the board, good standing of the public, consensus of committee can 
be removed.  What constitutes severe felony and not severe?  Need requirement on an appointment letter that 
states they vetted the individual(s).  If discovered after the fact, committee will take a vote to dismiss the 
individual or not.  Dave wants integrity to be sound for individuals on this committee representing SVAC.  Patti 
Fowler stated the individual in question had been a member for a long time of an organization but they didn’t 
know, once discovered, he was not allowed in their organization.  What about other issues other than felonies.  
Rep Baldasaro careful we don’t get sued, Warren Perry can help maybe, Pete Duffy as well.  Dave agrees, but 
we need to start out slow.  Pete Duffy, can be certified by the organization.  Greg D’Arbonne-option 2 gives us 
the option to vote yea or nay.  May be able to ask the organizations to put something in their bylaws.  Patti 
Fowler-this is not the first time there has been a felon requesting to sit on this committee, there was a similar   
one previously that ended up withdrawing their application.  Representative Baldasaro suggests private session 
when discussing specific individuals.  Dave-Pete Duffy, maybe you can help with that?  Dave wants to discuss 
language in section 2. Dave not sure if we need to go into Executive Session because we never talked about 
specific.   Bill Roy-do we follow Roberts Rules, then we don’t need to add something about Executive Sessions.  
Include question on application, is person vetted.  Has your board reviewed the person?  Dave doesn’t want to 



get that specific.  Suggests applying organization sends in application, if any questions, talk to the Chair of the 
SVAC.  Keeps it private.  Chairman can make decision to put it before the SVAC.  Mike Lopez, put wording in 
the application form.  Dave looking for motion to put language into application.  If SVAC member knows 
something they should bring it to the Chair.  Have application available for a vote at the next meeting.  Pete 
Duffy-actions after the fact?  We would discuss with their organization or vote to remove them from SVAC.  
Motion add language to the application.  Dave and Pete will work on it.  Pete, problem is good standing is 
vague.  Motion-carries in the affirmative. 
 
2020 November meeting-Motion to cancel November meeting in 2020 due to elections and Marine Corp event.  
Busy time especially around Veterans Day, etc.  There’s usually not a lot of legislative language at that time.  
Motion carries, unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Rifle Detail at NHSVC.  Shawn Buck/Dave Kenney.  Each branch of service has their own criteria.  Don’t 
have enough resources at the cemetery to do it for everyone.  Some families upset their loved one couldn’t get a 
rifle detail.  Local resources may be available.  Blanket VSO group possible.  Shawn Buck sent ideas to Dave, 
VSO volunteers will run the program, fee for service at the burial, each volunteer must be certified by the 
program with their own uniform.  VSO’s will provide rifles, etc.  Massachusetts, all of the burials get a rifle 
detail, their procedure, no grounds burials there, go in chapel, have services, grounds keepers take remains to 
the site.  Rotate schedule on a weekly basis.  Warren Perry-asking for poll to see if SVAC interested in this 
topic.  Maybe State could store the rifles.  Greg D’Arbonne what happens when in other cemeteries?  No local 
VFW, etc. to help.  Need to write procedure, how are people trained.  Make it clear for the families, sometimes 
they don’t know what the veteran is entitled to.  Getting word out to the families.  Use Federal Government 
requirements, could get slippery.  Mike Lopez, we need more information.  Shawn Buck is not going to run the 
program per Warren Perry.  Representative Baldasaro, gets email for every Marine funeral, each take care of 
their own.  A lot of the organizations are getting older and smaller.  Dave suggests tabling issue until next 
month. 
 
Christmas social during December meeting.  4:00-5:00 social.  Can bring dishes, Dave’s wife Pat will do some 
baking.  Motion for social.  Motion carries, unanimous. 
 
Legislative Briefing-Kevin Grady. 
No language yet.  Tracking 14 LSR’s. 
 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORS;  
 
HR96-Dental care, when will it come out of committee.  Congressman Pappas representative Dalton 
McLaughlin, didn’t know.  Representative Baldasaro is there something being done about Medal of Honor, 
Senator Hasson working on it.  Has been upgraded once and they’re working on it again. 
 
Legislative reports that have been received are attached. 
 
Calendar of Events:  
1st Wed-Monthly POW/MIA Vigil-19:00 Veterans Park, Manchester, NH 
4th Tues- Monthly POW/MIA Vigil-19:00 Langdon Park, Portsmouth, NH 



Every Thurs-Weekly POW/MIA Vigil-19:00 Hesky Park, Meredith, NH  
13-16 Nov-Operation Care for Troops Packing Event 
15-Nov-09:00-13:30 (2 sessions) VA Seminar-Community Care Education & Claim reimbursement.  
Doubletree Hotel, Downtown Manchester. 
17-Nov-10:30- New date for the organ donor study.  Looking for 12 veterans to participate.  Being paid $100.  
Includes tissues, arms, legs, feet, hands.   
18-Nov-18:30 Impact of Endless Wars on Veterans at VFW in Pelham 
 
Looking for a long time veteran writer for the Union Leader. 
Capt Blankenbecker running for office.   
Mike Rice-John Reed couldn’t be here, remind Tri-Care changes, in open enrollment. John Reed will help if 
needed.  They’re holding seminars. 
DAV driver program looking for volunteer drivers.   Contact Stan Pressler at DAV office in Manchester. 
Mike Rice was parade Marshall. 
 
Next meeting: 03-Dec-2019, NH National Guard Training Institute, 722 Riverwood Dr., Pembroke, NH  
Motion to adjourn meeting, 2nd. Unanimous 
 
Storm closings-If we need to cancel a meeting due to weather, we’ll communicate it via WMUR Storm Closing 
Ticker, email, SVAC Facebook page and Dave Kenney, Chair will put a recording on his office phone 603 232 
4210. 
 
 


