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NH STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES   
Meeting Date: 7 June 2022 
Location: ECTC 722 Riverwood Dr., Pembroke, NH 
  
OFFICERS and VOTING MEMBERS  
Paul Lloyd - Chair   
Andy Patterson - Vice Chair    
Tony Fowler - Secretary 
Armand Soucy - Chaplain  
Kelly Dobens - Treasurer  
David Kenney - Chair Emeritus   
 
Air Force Association   
Kevin Grady (prim)     
Gavin MacAloon  
 
Air Force Sergeants Association   
Richard Dolbec (prim)     
Martha Gladu (alt)  
 
American Legion 
Mike Lopez (prim)    
Robert Blais (alt)  
Bill Roy (alt)  
 
AUSA Col. Cross Chapter   
Greg d’Arbonne (prim)     
Ed Harrington (alt)  
 
Camp Resilience   
Kurt Webber (prim)   
Ed Harrington (alt)  
Matt Dubois (alt) 
 
Catholic War Veterans   
Denise DeBlois (prim)   
Robert Guldner (alt)  
Armand Soucy (alt)  

          
Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
Association   
Nate Smith (prim)     
Disabled American Veterans   
Rick Borrazas (prim)   
Andrew Patterson (alt) 

 
Korean War Veterans      
Mike Lopez (prim) 

Conrad Perreault (alt)  
 
Marine Corps League   
Shawn Carboni (prim)  
Mark Lindsley (alt)     
Chris Peirce (alt)  
 
Military Officers Association (MOAA)   
Peter Burdett (prim)   
Laurance Miller(alt)  
William Luti (alt)   
 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
(MOPH)   
Tony Fowler      
 
National Guard Association of NH   
 Peter Duffy (prim)      
 Roy Hunter (alt)     
 Mike Horne (alt)  
 
NH Army Retiree Council   
Frank Musmanno (prim)   
Mike Rice (alt)  
 
NH National Guard Enlisted 
Association   
Mike Lestage (prim)   
Mike Rice (alt)     
Jack Howley (alt)  
 
NH Veterans Association   
Kelly Dobens (prim)  
Mike Young (alt)     
Doug Crooker(alt) 

Patriot Resilient Leader Institute (Camp 
Resilience) 
Kurt Webber (prim)      
Ed Harrington (alt) 

Reserve Officers Association of NH   
David Kenney (prim)   
Mike Horne (alt)     
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BG John Pappas (alt)                                                     
 
Rolling Thunder   
Bruce Garry (prim)   
Keith Hurrell (alt)   
Diane Domenicus (alt)  
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  
Russ Norris (prim) 
 Leon Rideout (alt)   
Paul Lloyd (alt)  
 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA-41)   
Ray Goulet (prim)    
Alan Grant (alt)       
 
Legislative Members (Voting):  
Al Baldasaro  
Regina Birdsell          
Bob Guida 
Patricia Klee  
Jim Creighton 
 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORS: (non-
voting):   
Governor’s Office - Jane Graham  
Senator Maggie Hassan - Justin Troiano  
Senator Jeanne Shaheen - Chris Scott  
Congressman Chris Pappas – Brett 
Levasseur 
Congresswoman Annie Kuster – Molly 
Small 
 
COMMITTEE ADVISORS/AGENCIES:   

Kevin Forrest, Director, VAMC 
Manchester, NH  
 
Dr. Brett Rusch, Director, VAMC White 
River Junction, VT  
 
BG David J. Mikolaities - Adjutant General 
NHNG  
 
Warren Perry, Deputy Adjutant General- 
NHNG  
 
Shawn Buck, NH State Veterans 
Cemetery   
 
Kim MacKay, NH Veterans Home  
 
William Gaudreau, Director, Office of 
Veteran Services  
 
Michael Hartt, American Legion Veterans 
Service Officer  
 
Amy Cook, DHHS  
 
John Reed, Martin’s Point  
 
Dan Marcek, VETFLIX                                     
 
Margaret “Peggy” LaBrecque, Sage 
Emeritus  
 
Jorg Dreusicke, VFW Legislative Office  
 
JP Marzullo, Liberty House  

 
GUESTS:   Richard Marsh 
  John Randolph 
 
OPEN MEETING/CALL TO ORDER: Paul Lloyd, Chairman, convened meeting at 1700 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman  
 
Invocation: Armand Soucy  

Welcome - Remarks of the Chair:  
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Secretary’s Report: Meeting has a quorum. Attendance on file.  With no edits the minutes 
were placed in the record. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   On record    
 
Comments from Director Emeritus – Dave Kenney 
 
Guest Speaker(s):   
 
Richard Marsh, spoke about his project images of NH history 
 
John Randolph, Harmony Homes, spoke about his housing projects that he is doing to help 
homeless veterans. 
 
 
SUPPORTING AGENCY REPORTS:  
 

Manchester VA Update: Kevin Forrest, gave an update on the happenings at the VA 

DMAVS Update:  Warren Perry 

Gave a brief from DMAVS that included the update for DMAVS 

NHVH Update Kim MacKay, NH Veterans Home Commandant.  Gave a brief on the 
Veterans Home that included the need for Nursing Staff,  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None                   

NEW BUSINESS:  

1) Elections opened for Chairman, Paul Lloyd was elected for another 2-year term.  No 
nominations for Secretary. 

2) Talked about the Annual Outing, Vice Chair Andy was going to look for a venue. 
3) Quick discussion on the 20th Anniversary of the restart of SVAC. 

LEGISLATIVE BRIEFINGS: Kevin Grady - Legislative Chair Briefing attached. 

LEGISLATIVE ADVISORS:  
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Chris Scott (Senator Shaheen): Brief report 

Justin Troiano (Senator Hassan): brief report 

Molly Small (Rep. Annie Kuster): brief report, attached 

Brett Levasseur (Rep. Chris Pappas):  brief report, attached     

Next meeting date: Tuesday October 4, 2022 

Adjourn Meeting:    

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 



SVAC 
Senator Shaheen 
07 JUNE 2022 
 

Page 1 of 6 
 

There has been tentative agreement reached in the Senate for timing of the PACT Act coming to the 
floor for a full vote.  It will be later this week of next. 
 
The PACT Act 
The PACT Act is a comprehensive toxic exposure package that significantly overhauls the diagnosis and 
treatment of veterans suffering from a wide range of medical issues related to military service involving 
such chemical exposure. The issue of toxic exposure and the ensuing range of associated medical 
conditions has been a problem for the veterans’ community since at least the Vietnam era, when the 
widespread use of Agent Orange led to spikes in various cancers, heart disease and Hodgkin’s disease. 
Subsequent military conflicts in the Middle East featured different chemical exposures, often through 
the use of burn pits or oil field fires, and associated medical issues.  Historically, veterans have often 
been burdened with trying to prove a connection between their military service, the toxic exposure and 
the eventual medical problems. Many veterans suffered and eventually died before they were able to 
prove the connection between their military service and their medical condition. The PACT Act is 
specifically aimed at easing this burden on veterans by creating certain presumptions of toxic exposure 
based on military service records, and similarly creating presumptions between toxic exposure and 
certain medical diagnoses. 
 
The PACT Act includes nine titles which together cover the expansion of healthcare for eligible veterans, 
specific categories of presumptions of exposure, research, training, resources, workforce development 
and funding for these initiatives. The individual titles are as follows: 
 

I. Creates healthcare for toxics-exposed veterans in the post 9/11 period; 
II. Creates the Toxic Exposure Presumption process to allow the VA Secretary latitude to establish 

future presumptions of service connected to toxic exposure; 
III. Extends a presumption of toxic exposure for military service that includes certain deployments, 

geographic regions or particular activities known to increase risk (e.g. tending to active burn 
pits); 

IV. Creates presumptions of toxic exposure for specific geographic deployments involving cleanup 
of radioactive materials or exposure to certain herbicides; 

V. Requires ongoing and additional research into treatment of veterans with medical conditions 
related to toxic exposure; 

VI. Provides resources and training for VA personnel to support this expansion of care; 
VII. Provides resources and leasing authority to enable VA to acquire physical space for new clinics 

to provide care; 
VIII. The Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund - provides an initial appropriation of $500 million for VA’s 

upfront implementation expenses beginning in the remainder of Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 to help 
the Department implement reforms and adhere to statutory timelines. These upfront expenses 
were not accounted for in the recently enacted FY 2022 omnibus appropriations bill or the FY 
2023 President’s Budget Request. This funding is needed to ensure veterans can receive their 
earned health care and benefits without delay.  This title also includes the Camp Lejeune Act, 
which creates a private cause of action for veterans and families affected by contaminated 
water at a Marine base; 

IX. Workforce recruitment and development at VA to fully staff the expanded facilities and 
programs. 

XXX 
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MAY 04, 2022 
 
Shaheen, Cornyn Introduce Bipartisan Bill to Document Russian War Crimes in Ukraine 
 
(Washington, DC) – U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) joined Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) and a group 
of bipartisan Senators in introducing the Ukraine Invasion War Crimes Deterrence and Accountability 
Act. This legislation would ensure the U.S. undertakes coordinated efforts to collect and maintain 
evidence of war crimes and atrocities committed during the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
“A month and a half into Russia’s bloody invasion in Ukraine, alarming reports of war crimes and grave 
human rights violations continue to mount. Putin must be held to account for these gross atrocities – to 
do so, the U.S. must contribute to efforts to collect and review evidence to properly assess the human 
toll of this war,” said Senator Shaheen. “I’m proud to help introduce bipartisan legislation to ensure our 
government collects evidence of Russian war crimes that will be needed to prosecute these crimes. 
Meticulously documenting Russia’s hateful violence now will help deter Russian troops from committing 
future war crimes. This legislation sends an unwavering bipartisan message from the Senate that the 
U.S. will demand accountability for growing human rights violations committed across Ukraine’s 
communities.” 
 
The Ukraine Invasion War Crimes Deterrence and Accountability Act would issue a statement of policy 
and require a report to Congress within 90 days to ensure the U.S. is undertaking coordinated efforts to 
collect, analyze and maintain evidence of war crimes and atrocities committed during the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine as defined in the U.S. Code, and to deter further criminal acts by making Russian 
commanders, troops and leaders aware of efforts to collect evidence and identify those committing 
these atrocities. The bill focuses on the collection and maintenance of evidence and does not specify any 
specific prosecution venue in which such evidence may be used. 
 
The bill is also cosponsored by U.S. Senators Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Rick Scott (R-FL), Richard 
Blumenthal (D-CT), Thom Tillis (R-NC), Angus King (I-ME), Susan Collins (R-ME), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), Gary Peters (D-MI), John Boozman (R-AR) and Tim Kaine (D-VA). 
 
The House version of this legislation passed the House Committee on Foreign Affairs unanimously and 
was adopted by the full House by an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 418-7 on April 6, 2022. 
 
Senator Shaheen has led action in the U.S. Senate in support of Ukraine in response to Vladimir Putin’s 
belligerence, which also threatens the stability and security of Eastern Europe and NATO allies. Last 
month, Shaheen led a bipartisan delegation with Senators Murphy and Tillis to the Western Balkans and 
Brussels to meet with government officials and civil society to discuss support for the region amid 
Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. Shaheen and members of the Senate Ukraine Caucus also 
recently met with Ukrainian Ambassador to the United States, Oksana Markarova, and members of the 
Ukrainian Parliament. In April, Congress passed legislation introduced by Shaheen and Cornyn to provide 
the President with the enhanced authority to more swiftly enter into lend-lease agreements directly 
with Ukraine and Eastern European countries, speeding the delivery of military equipment. In February, 
Shaheen led a successful bipartisan effort with Portman to pass a resolution that conveys a renewed and 
overwhelmingly bipartisan message from the U.S. Senate in fierce support of Ukraine. Earlier this year, 
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Shaheen and Portman led a bipartisan delegation to Ukraine, where they met with President Zelenskyy 
and members of his administration. As a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, she 
supported the inclusion of $13.6 billion in security assistance that was part of government funding 
legislation signed into law by President Biden. 
 
Senator Shaheen has long led efforts in the Senate to hold Russia accountable for its malign activity 
against the U.S. and its allies. Because of her role as a negotiator on Russia sanctions legislation known 
as “CAATSA” and her successful efforts to ban Kaspersky Lab software from operating on U.S. systems, 
Shaheen was sanctioned by the Kremlin in 2017. Before the Shaheen-Portman congressional delegation 
visit to Ukraine in January, Shaheen led a bipartisan group of lawmakers to Eastern Europe, including 
Ukraine, last June. 
 

### 
 
MAY 24, 2022 
 
Shaheen Leads Bipartisan Letter with Tillis & 80 Senators Requesting Biden Admin to Swiftly Advance 
NATO Applications for Sweden & Finland 
 
 (Washington, DC) – U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), Chair of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Europe and Regional Security Cooperation and co-chair of the Senate NATO Observer 
Group, today led a bipartisan group of 80 Senators with Senate NATO Observer Group co-chair, U.S. 
Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC), in a letter to President Biden urging him to expedite the Executive Branch’s 
process to advance Sweden and Finland’s applications for NATO membership and pledging to work with 
the Administration to ensure swift ratification of the Washington Treaty. 
 
In the letter, the Senators noted that NATO’s expansion will send a clear message to Putin and 
authoritarian leaders across the globe that the free world stands ready to bolster the alliance and 
defend our values and sovereignty, including through NATO’s open door policy. 
 
“As Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine has proven, NATO, along with our democratic partners 
around the world, is more united than ever in opposition to the illegal acts of war waged by President 
Putin. Expanding NATO to include Finland and Sweden will send a clear message to Vladimir Putin, and 
any leader that attempts to follow in his path, that the free world stands ready to defend its values and 
sovereignty. We will also continue to support NATO’s open-door policy, which affirms that new 
members are welcome to the alliance,” the Senators wrote. 
 
The Senators also affirmed their support for Sweden and Finland’s applications as part of the Senate’s 
constitutional role to provide advice and consent for NATO enlargement. During this pivotal moment to 
our global security, they noted this expansion will further strengthen NATO’s military and diplomatic 
capabilities to address emerging threats, and mutual security assurances will extend to these two 
governments under the alliance. 
 
“Members of the U.S. Senate take seriously our role in advising and consenting to NATO enlargement, a 
process that must be approved by all NATO member states. We affirm our support for Sweden and 
Finland’s applications for membership. In addition, we pledge to work closely with you and with our 
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Senate colleagues to ensure that their applications are swiftly considered and approved by the Senate,” 
the Senators concluded. “The transatlantic alliance has never been more crucial to global security and 
stability. The addition of these two important allies to NATO will ensure the alliance’s resilience and 
readiness, and we look forward to welcoming Sweden and Finland to NATO.” 
 
The full list of 82 Senators on the letter include Senators Shaheen, Tillis, Blumenthal (D-CT), Cardin (D-
MD), Carper (D-DE), Coons (D-DE), Duckworth (D-IL), Durbin (D-IL), Hickenlooper (D-CO), King (I-ME), 
Rosen (D-NV), Wyden (D-OR), Tester (D-MT), Hassan (D-NH), Kelly (D-AZ), Manchin (D-WV), Portman (R-
OH), Collins (R-ME), Murkowski (R-AK), Cramer (R-ND), Graham (R-SC), Sasse (R-NE), McConnell (R-KY), 
Barrasso (R-WY), Ernst (R-IA), Romney (R-UT), Rounds (R-SD), Thune (R-SD), Grassley (R-IA), Hagerty (R-
TN), Toomey (R-PA), Hoeven (R-ND), Cornyn (R-TX), Scott (R-SC), Kaine (D-VA), Gillibrand (D-NY), Cortez 
Masto (D-NV), Sinema (D-AZ), Baldwin (D-WI), Feinstein (D-CA), Murphy (D-CT), Hirono (D-HI), Booker 
(D-NJ), Merkley (D-OR), Bennet (D-CO), Warnock (D-GA), Murray (D-WA), Leahy (D-VT), Brown (D-OH), 
Klobuchar (D-MN), Markey (D-MA), Lujan (D-NM), Cotton (R-AR), Burr (R-NC), Inhofe (R-OK), Schatz (D-
HI), Schumer (D-NY), Van Hollen (D-MD), Fischer (R-NE), Reed (D-RI), Heinrich (D-NM), Peters (D-MI), 
Whitehouse (D-RI), Padilla (D-CA), Menendez (D-NJ), Warner (D-VA), Ossoff (D-GA), Moore Capito (R-
WV), Young (R-IN), Wicker (R-MS), Risch (R-ID), Hyde-Smith (R-MS), Stabenow (D-MI), Blackburn (R-TN), 
Sullivan (R-AK), Smith (D-MN), Casey (D-PA), Blunt (R-MO), Marshall (R-KS), Daines (R-MT), Crapo (R-ID) 
and Warren (D-MA). 
 
As co-chairs of the Senate NATO Observer Group, Shaheen and Tillis recently led a bipartisan coalition of 
lawmakers in a joint statement of support for Finland and Sweden’s accession to NATO in response to 
the respective nations announcing their intent to join the transatlantic alliance. Next month, they will 
lead a bipartisan congressional delegation to the NATO Summit in Spain. The Senate NATO Observer 
Group was first established over twenty years ago in 1997 by Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-MS) 
and Minority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) to serve as a connection between the Administration, NATO 
and the U.S. Senate. After being disbanded in 1997 due to a lack of NATO enlargement rounds, Shaheen 
and Tillis re-established the Group in 2018 with an expanded mission to closely monitor and inform 
Senators outside of national security committees about defense spending commitments of Alliance 
members, the process of upgrading military capabilities, the Alliance’s counter-terrorism capability, 
NATO enlargement and the ability of NATO member states to address non-conventional warfare.  
 

### 
 
MAY 26, 2022 

 
Shaheen Joins Effort Urging Admin to Address Disparate Treatment of Afghan and Ukrainian Refugees 
 
**Shaheen led Senate efforts to bolster the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program to protect 
Afghan allies**   
 
(Washington, DC) – U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), a senior member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services Committees, today joined Senator Ed Markey (D-MA) in a letter to the 
Biden administration raising concerns about the inconsistencies in the treatment of humanitarian parole 
applicants from Ukraine and Afghanistan. 
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The letter points out that while applications from Ukrainians are expeditiously processed through a new 
and cost-free “Uniting for Ukraine” program, applications from Afghans are subject to lengthier and 
expensive processing and experience significantly higher rates of denial. Additionally, Afghans are 
required to complete an in-person consular interview and provide proof that they were personally 
targeted for violence by the Taliban, while Ukrainians do not need to complete an interview at the 
consulate and only need to prove that they lived in Ukraine at the time of the Russian invasion. 
 
The lawmakers further note that they appreciate the U.S. response to the Ukrainian refugee crisis but 
would hope that the same welcoming and accommodating approach applied to all those fleeing 
humanitarian crises, wherever they occur. 
 
“The inconsistent treatment of Afghan and Ukrainian humanitarian parole applications is troubling,” 
wrote the Senators. “Afghans and Ukrainians have turned to humanitarian parole because other 
pathways out of their respective countries and to the United States, such as family reunification, are 
inaccessible or backlogged, and therefore inadequate in the face of immediate danger. We urge USCIS 
to adopt an approach to Afghan parole applications that mirrors the new treatment of Ukrainian 
applications, including accelerating the processing of Afghan parole applications, waiving (or refunding) 
application fees, and not requiring a showing of targeted violence.” 
 
Senator Shaheen historically partnered with Senator John McCain (R-AZ) on efforts to protect Afghans 
who’ve risked their lives to support U.S. military and diplomatic efforts in Afghanistan by strengthening 
the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program. For years, she has led bipartisan efforts in Congress to 
reauthorize additional Afghan SIVs. The President signed into law key provisions from the Afghan Allies 
Protection Act, a bill led by Shaheen and Senator Ernst, as part of spending legislation. Their legislation 
helps protect the Afghan civilians who risked their lives to support the U.S. mission in Afghanistan. 
Senator Shaheen also supported legislation to establish a nonpartisan, independent commission to 
examine every aspect of the war in Afghanistan, including the political and strategic decisions that 
transformed a focused military mission into a vast, nation-building campaign that became the longest 
war in U.S. history. 
 

### 
 
MAY 30, 2022 
 
Senator Shaheen attended the Memorial Day ceremony at the NH Veterans Cemetery. 
 

### 
 
 
JUNE 03, 2022 
 
Shaheen Participates in Posthumous Bronze Star Ceremony for George “Doc” Riordan in Dover 
 
(Washington, DC) – U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) participated in the presentation of the Bronze 
Star to the family of Hospital Corpsman Third Class George “Doc” Riordan at City Hall in Dover. Doc was 
a Dover native who was killed in action while serving in Vietnam as a medical specialist in the United 
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States Navy. The medal was presented to George’s brother, Martin Riordan, and his siblings. Shaheen 
and her staff worked closely with the Riordan family as well as George’s fellow servicemen to obtain this 
medal from the U.S. Secretary of the Navy in 2021. 
 
“Doc’s life was one of exceptional service, heroism and sacrifice. The Marines who served alongside Doc 
are still touched by the ultimate sacrifice made by the 19-year-old medic in Vietnam fifty years ago. To 
patriots like Doc, we owe not only a debt of gratitude but also a sacred promise to honor their strength 
of spirit,” said Shaheen. “There are few things that give me more pride than helping veterans obtain the 
medals they earned while serving. When I learned of Doc’s incredible heroism, I knew it was paramount 
that we honor him posthumously through the Bronze Star. After working with Doc’s family for years to 
recognize his heroic acts, today’s ceremony marked a momentous occasion to officially cement Doc’s 
legacy in the history books.” 
 

### 
 
 

 
 
 
 



May 24, 2022, Rep. Kuster agreed to cosponsor H.R.3558, the Army Security Agency Monument Act 
(Rep. Adams D-NC). This bill would direct the Army to place a monument honoring the Army Security 
Agency veterans in the Arlington National Cemetery. 

May 10, 2022, Rep. Kuster agreed to cosponsor H.R.2974, the Military Spouse Hiring Act, to expand the 
Work Opportunity Tax Credit to include the hiring of qualified military spouses. 
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Rep. Pappas DC Actions for Veterans 
May 2022 

  
Sponsored Bills 

• Faster Payments to Veterans’ Survivors Act 
o This bill would improve VA’s management of its undisbursed funds to get 

recently deceased veterans’ benefits to their beneficiaries faster. 
o Featured in an HVAC legislative hearing on March 30. 
o Supported by 30 bipartisan members of Congress. Senators Brown and Boozman 

are introducing the Senate companion. 
o Supported by VFW, American Legion, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America 

(IAVA), Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA), Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA), Modern Military Association of America (MMAA), Paralyzed 
Veterans of America (PVA). 

o Introducing the bill this month 
  

• Preventing Homelessness for Veteran Families Act 
o Introduced this bill on May 12, 2022 
o Authorizes the SSVF program for FY23 and FY24. It also funds a nationwide 

expansion of the VA’s Shallow Subsidy program, which provides rental subsidies 
for very low-income veterans to prevent them from falling into homelessness. 

o The Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program was established in 
2011 to rapidly re-house homeless veteran families and prevent homelessness for 
those at imminent risk due to a housing crisis. 

 Through a competitive application, the VA makes grants to private non-
profit organizations and consumer cooperatives to provide eligible veteran 
families with outreach, case management, and assistance in obtaining VA 
and other mainstream benefits that promote housing stability and 
community integration. 

 It is the first homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing program 
administered by VA and the first homeless program designed to serve 
veterans with families. 

 Services include outreach, case management, assistance in obtaining VA 
benefits, and help in accessing and coordinating other public benefits. 

 SSVF grantees can also make time-limited temporary payments on behalf 
of veterans to cover rent, utilities, security deposits and moving costs. 

o VA praised and supported the bill during a May 18 Economic Opportunity 
subcommittee legislative hearing: 

 Monica Diaz, Executive Director, Homeless Programs, VHA: “First of 
all, I want to say that we support the bill. That's the first thing I want to 
say. It’s a great bill. We thank you for putting this bill forward… I would 
like to reinforce one piece of what you mentioned, which is what SSVF is. 
And SSVF is one of our core programs, it provides services not only for 
the veterans but for family, the dependents. It’s one of our programs with 
great success for permanent housing placement. I’ll repeat this again: no 
less than 80% of permanent housing placement which the core more and at 
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the soul of ending veteran homelessness. So not only for the Shallow 
Subsidy but for everything that SSVF represents I think this is an 
outstanding bill and we certainly support it.” 

  
Cosponsored Bills 

• Health Care for Homeless Veterans Act: would close a gap in the VA’s Homeless 
Programs and allow the VA to provide health care resources in that veteran’s community 
to veterans with other than honorable discharge status. Currently, all the other VA 
programs that serve homeless veterans serve all veteran populations regardless of their 
discharge status, except for the one related to health care outreach services. It would also 
reauthorize the VA’s other homeless veteran programs for another five years. 

• REMOVE Copays Act: prohibits VA from imposing or collecting any co-payment for 
the first three mental health outpatient care visits in a calendar year for a veteran who is 
enrolled in the VA health care system. 

• National Guard Promotion Improvement Act: would require a study of the National 
Guard officer and warrant officer State vacancy promotion system and provide 
recommendations for reducing delays caused by the federal recognition process (the 
timing and process by which NG members receive notification of their promotion and the 
eventual promotion effective date). 

• Veteran Families Health Services Act: would expand VA and DoD’s current fertility 
treatment and counseling offerings. This bill would: 

o Allow servicemembers to cryopreserve their gametes before deployment to a 
combat zone or hazardous duty assignment and after an injury or illness. 

o Permanently authorize fertility treatment and counseling, including assisted 
reproductive technology like IVF, for veterans and servicemembers and allow for 
the use of donated gametes. 

o Expand options for veterans with infertility by allowing VA to provide adoption 
assistance. 

o Require VA and DoD to facilitate research on the long-term reproductive health 
needs of veterans. 

• Fleet Reserve Association 100th Anniversary Act: would establish a commemorative 
coin in recognition of the 100th anniversary of the Fleet Reserve Association 

 
Co-Signed Letters 

• Bipartisan letter urging the VA to improve its mortgage loan process to make 
homeownership more attainable for veterans. Specifically, the letter asked the VA to 
explore how VA mortgage loans can compete in today’s marketplace and ensure veterans 
have negotiating power throughout the home buying process. 

 
HVAC Activity 

• Subcommittee Hearings 
o 5/18 Economic Opportunity Subcommittee Legislative Hearing 



Status Report
Bills and LSRs 2021/2022 Session

BILL/LSR RELATIVE TO … COMMITTEE  STATUS
PRIME                       

SPONSOR
LAST/NEXT 
HEARING

SVAC             
POSITION

REMARKS

ACTIVE BILLS

HB 1106
establishing a committee to study recruiting members of the armed 
forces

State-Federal Relations 
and Veterans Affairs

Signed by 
Governor 7 Jul 22

Richard Lascelles 8 Mar/0930 Support OTP as amended

HB 1256
relative to positions within the department of military affairs and 
veterans services

Referred to Executive 
Dept and Admin

Signed by 
Governor 8 Jul 22

James Allard 30 Mar/0915 Support OTP as amended

HB 1505
establishing concurrent jurisdiction in juvenile matters with the US 
Department of Defense for coordination with the Military Family 
Advocacy Program

State-Federal Relations 
and Veterans Affairs

Signed by 
Governor 20 May 

22
Terry Roy 15 Mar/1400 Support OTP

HB 1575 relative to waiver of tuition in the university system Education
Signed by 

Governor 18 Apr 
22

Terry Roy 8 Mar/0945 Support OTP in Senate

HB 1653
relative to educational and employment opportunities and protections 
for military families and their dependants

State-Federal Relations 
and Veterans Affairs

Signed by 
Governor 1 Jul 22

Terry Roy 8 Mar/0930 Support
Amended in 

Senate

HB 1667
relative to the standard and optional veterans' tax credit and the all 
veterans' tax credit

Municipal and County 
Government

Signed by 
Governor 31 May 

22
Diane Pauer 18 Apr/1320 Support

SB 360 relative to National Guard education benefits
Executive Departments 

and Administration

Awaiting 
Governor's 
Signature

Sharon Carson 19 Apr/1000 Support OTP

BILL/LSR RELATIVE TO ... COMMITTEE STATUS
PRIME                       

SPONSOR
LAST/NEXT 
HEARING

SVAC             
POSITION

REMARKS



Status Report
Bills and LSRs 2021/2022 Session

NOT ADVANCING THIS SESSION     

HB 1050 declaring November 11th as Rembrance Day
State-Federal Relations 

and Veterans Affairs
Interim Study Steve Shurtleff 14 Jan/0900 Oppose Interim Study

HB 1056 relative to veterans' tax credits
Municipal and County 

Government
ITL Brodie Deshaies 31 Jan/1000 Follow ITL

HB 1092
requiring an official declaration of war for activation of the New 
Hampshire National Guard 

State-Federal Relations 
and Veterans Affairs

ITL Cody Belanger 14 Jan/0930 Oppose ITL

HB 1314
establishing a committee to study the management and oversight of 
the New Hampshire Veterans' Home

Executive Departments 
and Administration

ITL John Graham 24 Jan 1500 Oppose ITL

HB 1353 renaming a wing of the New Hampshire Veterans Home
State-Federal Relations 

and Veterans Affairs
Interim Study Al Baldasaro 14 Jan/1345 Follow Interim Study

HB 1362 relative to the authority of the state guard
State-Federal Relations 

and Veterans Affairs
ITL Terry Roy 14 Jan/1300 Oppose ITL

HB 1375
relative to the definition of veteran for the purpose of certain tax 
credits

Municipal and County 
Government

Laid on Table in 
Senate

Terry Roy 6 Apr/1030 Support OTP

HB 1449 
creating a toll booth exception for vehicle funeral procession to the 
Veterans Cemetery in Boscawen

Public Works and 
Highways

ITL Maureen Mooney 12 Jan/1415 Support ITL

SB 349
requiring the legislature to give preference to deceased military 
veterans and first responders in the naming of bridges

Transportation Interim Study Kevin Avard 25 Jan/1320 Support Interim Study

SB 413

requiring an independent audit and needs assessment regarding COVID-
19 preparedness at long term care facilities, nursing homes including 
the New Hampshire veterans' home, and making an appropriation 
therefor

Health and Human 
Services

Interim Study Cindy Rosenwald 27 Jan/0900 Follow Interim Study

Thru 3117

LAST REVIEWED 24 JULY 2022 

Arranged by Bill numerical order. 
The Committee supports all "naming" bills UNLESS a Committee member objects.
OTP means "Ought to Pass"; ITL means " Inexpedient to Legislate".
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